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FROM THE EDITOR 

As the season draws to a close for a significant number of umpires and scorers, 
many of us now look forward to the 2017 Easter event with our South Australian 
colleagues, a highlight of which will be the biennial Crockett Shield. It has been 
agreed that there will be an additional issue of Law 43 to be published a few days 
prior to Easter, so I should welcome any tales from the finals matches by those 
umpires and/or scorers involved, for publication in the Easter Issue.  The deadline 
date for copy will be Wednesday, 5th April. 

In this current issue, it has been the turn of Vice-President, Gerry Schembri, to pen the regular 
“Musings” column in which he reminds readers of both this 40th Bi-ennial Exchange and our Annual 
Dinner and Presentation Night.  There follows some excellent suggestions for the off-season from 
our Umpiring Manager, for those seeking to improve their umpiring performance in season 2017-
18.  Indeed, as Richard has written, “it only seems like yesterday” that season 2016-17 began. 
Many thanks to Tim Wendelkin for sharing some comments on his holiday, with his article, “Cricket 
in South Korea.”  Looking towards the 2017-18 season and the first issue of Law 43 which will 
appear just prior to SINS, let me say that I should be pleased to receive any articles concerning “off-
season holidays” which readers would like to share.  I should be happy to receive such articles at 
any time during the “football season.” 
I am grateful to Eric Kelly for the article entitled “Gray Nicolls Scoop, the Bat Every Kid Wanted for 
Christmas, Turns 40.”  In the lead-up to the possible revision to the Law concerning bats, this 
summary of the development of this famous piece of willow more than 40 years ago and involving 
a person known to many readers, Robert “Swan” Richards, seems most appropriate.  
In my last Editorial, I touched on some additions to Test Match Cricket statistics.  Yet again this list 
has been added to, given the dismissal of Virat Kohli by a “straight break”, Steve O’Keefe’s 
subsequent 12/70 record for Australian bowlers in India and Australia’s win in Pune by a massive 
333 runs, just nine short of the margin in Australia’s last win in India, the third Test in Nagpur, in 
October, 2004, under Adam Gilchrist’s captaincy.  Just for the record, India’s loss in Pune was their 
first loss “at home” in 19 home Tests since December, 2012, when they were beaten by England.  
Speaking of important cricket statistics, I should like to thank Kristen Thomas and Bill Ellemor for 
their “detective work” in correcting some errors in our Crockett Shield statistics, which you may read 
about in Bill’s article for our regular column, “Planning for the 2017 Crockett Shield – The Mission 
Continues.” 
This month’s “Macca’s Book Review” column features Alan’s comments on “Supreme Courage” by 
General Sir Peter de la Billiere, some stories of the Victoria Cross.   
As promised in the January/February issue, you may read the answers to the “Cryptic Cricketers” 
questions.  Should you wish to discuss any of these, then I refer you to Kevan Carroll whom I thank 
for this most thoughtful quiz and for whom I should be happy to provide contacting details for any 
reader wishing to discuss these questions and/or answers. 
Finally, I must acknowledge Darrell Holt for his regular supply of Playing the Game and trust that 
readers find the cricket news item taken from this source, of interest. 

  Trevor Finlayson 
----------------------------------------------------- 

 



Volume 23 Number 6 2016-2017 Page 4 
 

… AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT – VICE-PRESIDENTIAL MUSINGS 

The business end of the 2016-17 season is almost upon us and for those umpires 
and scorers officiating in finals matches it is the culmination of many hours of 
preparation and match-day duties. To those umpires who have been appointed 
to finals, you have had a good season so enjoy the experience and do your best. 
The end of the season will also see over 50 VCAUSA members including family 
representatives travelling over to Adelaide for the 40th bi-ennial Easter Exchange 
between the two Associations.  We hope to field a very strong team on the Easter 
Saturday with a view to retaining the coveted Crockett Shield bragging rights.  

On behalf of the VCAUSA committee of management, I should like to especially extend a warm 
welcome to those members travelling to South Australia for their first Easter.  
Another post-season event worthy of special mention is our annual Presentation Night Dinner to be 
again held at the Veneto Club in Bulleen on Friday 19th May 2017.  (See advertisement elsewhere 
in this issue, p15.)  This year’s guest speaker is former Fitzroy Doncaster president and current 
Cricket Victoria board member, Tim Considine.  The occasion will again be a buffet style sit down 
dinner with awards to be presented throughout the evening.  
Your committee of management is very aware of the need to provide value to members and with 
this in mind, we have again agreed to provide substantial member subsidies towards both Easter 
and the annual Presentation Night Dinner.  So come along and enjoy a good night with other 
colleagues and their partners.  
With the season almost over it is again timely to reflect on our advocacy role on behalf of members 
with Cricket Victoria.  During the season Alan has met with Richard Patterson on two occasions and 
a range of issues has been discussed.  The VCAUSA is very appreciative of the support provided 
by Richard to our members and we again thank him for his time and valuable assistance.  
Finally, I should like to personally thank those members who have supported the VCAUSA during 
season 2016-17 either by becoming a financial member and/or attending functions and events.  
Without your continued support there would be no Association. 

Gerry Schembri 
----------------------------------------------------- 

IINDIAN MANUFACTURERS WELCOME MOVE TO TRIM FAT BATS 
The recommendation to further restrict size of bats has brought huge relief to Indian bat 
manufacturers. They feel the recommendation by the Marylebone Cricket Club’s World Cricket 
Committee, if approved by the MCC board, will not just end the madness in the game, but in the 
market itself’.  The WCC recommendation is that edge widths be restricted to 40 mm and depths 
to 67 mm. Currently some international players use bats with edges up to 50 mm and a 70mm 
spine.  Ten years ago, players used bats with edges whose thicknesses were between 32-35mm.  
Paras Anand, director of Sanspareils Greenlands, said, “Expectations in the market are high and from 
the manufacturing point of view, it will make life easier for us.  Whether it is an international athlete or 
a player at club level, they want 40 mm plus bats. If there is a restriction, it would be easier 
to manufacture bats because the availability of fat wood logs needed to make such bats, is very 
limited in India.”                                                                                                       (cont’d on page 6)  
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRING MANAGER 

I write this column with only three matches left in the season.  It only seems like 
yesterday that the season began.  Six months flies by very quickly. 
As the season draws to a close, it is an opportunity to review performance, 
strengths and weaknesses and set some strategies to keep working on our 
“game” even when faced with up to six months of not seeing a ball bowled in 
anger.  This is all about self-improvement as preparation for the next season. 
Review 
Before you look forward it is important to review the processes, achievements 
and areas for improvement based on the season just completed.  To do this you 

need to assess your efforts in the following areas. 
• Appearance and dress 
• Knowledge of Laws / Playing conditions / Policies 
• Umpiring technique 
• Match management 
• Concentration 
• Decision making 
• Communication 
• Teamwork 

How do you do this?  Match reports and mentor observations you have received during the year. 
Review your consistency of performance in each area and then talk to your coach (me) and ask for 
feedback in these areas. 
Plan / Preparation 
This is where you can start to look forward.  Preparation will put you into a position to perform with 
confidence when the season comes around and will give you a mental edge. 
To achieve the “edge” for the start of next season, focus on things you can control.  Some of the 
fundamentals of umpiring you could work on are: 

• Knowledge 
• Rest and recovery programs 
• Fitness / strength / flexibility 
• Mental strength 

Look at the topics below and identify a couple of ideas in each one that could be adopted as part of 
your preparation for next season. 
Knowledge – There are approx. 28 weeks until the start of next season. You could cover two Laws 
in depth per week and have completed a full review of them by the 1st October.  This does not 
include the Winter Classes.  Review of the playing conditions is not the best area to cover as there 
are always new ones issued.  You could review one policy per month, e.g. Heat Policy or Suspect 
Action policy.  Make notes of the main points as a summary for later reference. 
Rest and Recovery – Good rest routines can be planned and practised.  Although going to bed at 
a regular time is important, it is even more important to wake up at the same time every day.  If we 
tend to get up at varying times or try to sleep in, your brain will be actually more tired. 

 



Volume 23 Number 6 2016-2017 Page 6 
 

If you have been really busy over the cricket season juggling family, work and umpiring, then now 
is the time to plan proper rest and sleep patterns and put them to the test.  Try to get 7-9 hours of 
sleep per night and get up at a regular time and see what it does for you. 
Fitness / Strength / Flexibility – Planning improvements now and looking forward to where you 
want to be in September will be useful.  You have 5 – 6 months before you see your fellow umpires, 
why not plan to shock them with improvements to your weight, physique and appearance.  Get the 
mental edge for next season by strong preparation in this area. 
Mental Strength – You cannot achieve a goal by just imagining it.  Mental strength is achieved 
when you have prepared yourself to excel by taking care of all the other elements like rest and 
fitness.  Just like physical skills need to be practised, so do mental skills. 
Sometimes we all get too tense about umpiring or the match we are about to do.  You can control 
your tension and go into the match with the right level of excitement while being relaxed.  How?  
Self-confidence is related to self-talk, a silent conversation you have with yourself.  Instead of 
constantly putting yourself down or doubting your ability to perform, practise thinking about how 
prepared you are and how much you deserve to succeed.  It is the logical outcome of all your 
preparation through the non-playing season. 
Summary 
Just because the season is almost over, does not mean that you can let yourself go and switch off 
from improving.  Looking forward to next season and beginning preparation in September is too late 
to effect any meaningful improvement and will not give you that mental edge to be able to perform 
at your best from ball one. 
Look forward to next season by completing a 2017/2018 Season plan and discuss it with me, if that 
would help.  Work on several elements that you can control over the next six months and give 
yourself that mental edge of confidence telling yourself that you have worked well over the non-
playing season and are ready to perform at your best. 
I should like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the 2016/2017 season.  We have had 100% 
coverage of all games and this is a fantastic effort.  Enjoy the off season and I shall be in touch in 
regards to Winter Classes and SIN’s. 
Remember to do the basics extraordinarily well. 

Richard Patterson 
------------------------------------------------------- 

(cont’d from page 4) 
Rakesh Mahajan, director of bat-makers BDM, said, “As a result of the Indian Premier League, 
everyone wants to play with fat bats and the demand in the market has become a headache.  This 
is not only good news for our industry, but also for the game. These bats have created an imbalance 
in the game. Earlier, spinners used to get thrashed; now it’s become easy to even hit the best pace 
bowler of the world out of the ground.” 

(from Playing the Game, No. 1999-10095, 8th December, 2016)  
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CRICKET IN SOUTH KOREA 
During a trip to sunny South Korea over the Christmas break, I took the time to visit the Incheon 
Cricket Ground. (See front cover picture.)  One of only two cricket grounds in South Korea it was 
built to host the cricket competition for the 2014 Asian Games. 
I was given a guided a tour of the facility by the current 
coach of the Korean Cricket Association Women’s 
National Team, Nasir Khan, who advised me of the 
following regarding the ground. 
• The pitch is on the slow side offering 

encouragement to spinners (very unique for Asia). 
• Temporary seating for 3,000 was in place for the 

duration of the tournament. 
• An electronic scoreboard and screen were also in 

place for the Asian Games but have subsequently 
been removed.  

• The men’s tournament was won by Sri Lanka, India 
declined to send a team and Pakistan followed suit. 

• The women’s tournament was full strength and was 
taken out by Pakistan.  In order to field a side, South 
Korea had to advertise for players, seeking those 
participating in other sports. 

• A curator was flown in from Bangladesh for three 
months to ensure the ground was tournament ready. 
Nasir is from Pakistan and played local cricket there, he 
emigrated to South Korea 15 years ago and became 
involved in cricket. As there is very little cricket 
infrastructure in Korea, he had a big influence in building 
the ground and running the tournament, as part of this he 
got to go to the Gabba and Bangladesh on “educational 
trips” when planning for the cricket ground began.  
Nasir rates 
the local 
competition 

(which runs 
from April to 
November) 

as reasonable, with a left arm quick bowler being the 
most talented of the Korean players.  As for umpiring, 
they recently ran a training course there, which he 
advised me was well attended. 
As it was winter in Korea, the outfield and pitch square 
were covered to protect them from the cold weather.  I 
am not sure whether it stands out in the photos but the ground had a full picket fence.  

Tim Wendelkin 

View across the ground from the pavilion end 
with the main stadium for the Asian games in 
the background. 

View of the ground back towards the pavilion. 
In the photo are our guide Nasir, with my wife 
and our driver for the day (a friend of my wife). 

The practice nets at Incheon Cricket Ground 
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GRAY NICOLLS SCOOP, THE BAT EVERY KID WANTED FOR 
CHRISTMAS, TURNS 40 

The Scoop, made famous in the 70s by the Chappell 
brothers, was an Anglo-Australian sports marketing 
phenomenon.  
“I tell you what, you’ve hit the bonanza!” says Robert “Swan” 
Richards as he pulls a pile of photo albums and scrapbooks 
out of storage containers under a desk in his office.   
I’ve turned up to Richards’ cricket store in Collingwood, 
north of Melbourne, in search of clues about the somewhat 
mythical origins of the Gray Nicolls Scoop, the sword in the 
stone of all cricket bats and a bona fide object of desire in 
the cricket world of the 1970s and 80s.  As excited as I am 
when Richards chances upon the original drawings of the 
Scoop and handwritten manufacturing notes by the late, 
legendary bat-maker John Newbery, Richards himself 
appears even more pleased to have finally hit the jackpot.  
“This here is gold,” he says with contagious enthusiasm.  
“They are the original drawings.  That’s all John’s writing.  
You’ve got the originals.  You can’t get any better than that.  
I can tell by the way he wrote.  He was a brilliant drawer, 
John.” 
I explain to Richards that the Gray Nicolls Scoop is currently 
celebrating its 40th birthday but Swan, nicknamed thus on 
account of an “elegant” string of eight successive ducks 
during his time as a club cricketer for Glenelg in Adelaide, 
needs no prompting to recall the time in 1974 that he, 
himself, crafted the first example of the famous bat used in 
international cricket.  Ian Chappell put that one to work 
during the 1974-75 home Ashes series in Australia. 
Soon Chappell’s brother Greg followed suit and many more 
Australians, catapulting one of cricket’s most novel 
innovations into the realm of fetish object for cricketers 
around the world.  “There’s a lot of myths about all this,” says 
Richards as he casts his eyes over match-used Scoops 
wielded by the likes of the Chappells, Clive Lloyd, Gordon 
Greenidge and Lawrence Rowe, all crafted by and with his 
own hands in Gray Nicolls’ first Australian factory in 
Mordialloc, south of Melbourne. 
The precise details of the Scoop’s invention have always 
been a little scarce, which seems odd, given that cricket’s 
most famous and fondly-recalled bat was hatched in its most 
famed production house of bats; the original Gray Nicolls 

Original design drawings of the Gray 
Nicolls Scoop bat.  (Courtesy of Robert 
“Swan” Richards.) 
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factory in Robertsbridge, Sussex.  The company’s roots 
trace back almost 160 years, when early examples of their 
bats were used by the likes of WG Grace. 
Arriving at the conclusion that cricket’s future would benefit 
from a splash of colour, Gray Nicolls had pioneered bright 
red sticker designs in the early 70s, long before the game 
itself was jolted out of its sepia-toned complacency by World 
Series Cricket.  Swan Richards was right on the spot in 1971 
when he took an 18-month crash course in bat-making at 
Robertsbridge, under the master bat craftsmen, Len 
Newbery (“a genius man he was,” says Richards with 
fondness undimmed by the passing decades) and his son 
John, then partners in the Gray Nicolls business. 
It was during that period, in 1972, that South African golf 
club engineer, Arthur Garner and Cambridge-based golf 
course designer, Barrie Wheeler approached the Gray 
family with the original idea for a scooped-back bat with 
perimeter-weighted edges.  The concept owed more to golf 
club design than cricket and the pair’s early advances were 
rebuffed by a host of other manufacturers.  The Scoop was 
a bold re-imagination of conventional bat designs of the 
times and Gray Nicolls picked up on the idea immediately, 
agreeing to pay Garner and Wheeler royalties on account of 
their 18-year patent, which expired in 1990.  It proved to be 
money well spent. 
Forty years later, Swan Richards has particularly fond recollections of Wheeler and the seemingly-
crazy idea that propelled the Gray Nicolls brand to unprecedented levels of success and an 
unimpeachable place in the hearts of cricket nostalgists.  “He [Wheeler] was a wonderful man.  He 
had this invention and everybody knocked it back but Grays took it and it does work scientifically.”  
From a wafer-thin prototype crafted by John Newbery grew a cricket phenomenon. 
At that point Gray Nicolls’ main competition came from bat brands like SP sports, Duncan Fearnley 
and Stuart Surridge, whose Viv Richards-endorsed “Jumbo” was the only bat to really compare with 
the Scoop in the popularity stakes.  Even then it didn’t enjoy the same lengthy tenure of popularity.  
The Scoop could also be fairly described as an Anglo-Australian sports marketing phenomenon and 
in Australia, Richards’ role in popularising the bat was pivotal.  Once Gray Nicolls had sent him back 
to establish the company’s Australian manufacturing operation in 1973, it was Richards’ boundless 
energy and networking with his many friends in cricket that got the early Australian examples of the 
bats into the hands of the Chappells and other Test stars. 
“Just after I left [the UK] they started playing around with these perimeter weighted bats,” says 
Richards, “and they came here and we really set it alight.  The Chappells were always Gray Nicolls’ 
people – the easiest players ever to deal with and everything.”  By February of 1975 The Cricketer 
had carried a picture of Chappell showing off the bat and a year later both he and Graham Yallop 
modelled it again in contrasting fashions.  Conventional advertising at that point was non-existent 
and though Richards was making the bat for Test stars as early as 1974, it wasn’t until 1975-76 that 
it became available to the public.  By that point the buzz surrounding the bat and resultant demand 
was at fever pitch.  As the first summer of Kerry Packer’s breakaway venture rolled around in 1977-
78, the Richards-run Australian factory was producing in excess of 35,000 Scoops a year with orders 
for more.  At that point the premium model retailed for $70, well in excess of any other bat on the 

Original design drawings of the Gray 
Nicolls Scoop bat (continued). 

https://www.theguardian.com/sport/cricket
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-4ezB2bNvFTA/URmJrL5CRzI/AAAAAAAAAFs/aTgfkOxJutc/s1600/1979+Viv+Richards+SS+Jumbo.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-i4czLE_xHFA/U6Ei7ytJ6oI/AAAAAAAACFo/x0oNldMlbiQ/s1600/1975+February+Cricketer+Magazine+Ian+Chappell+Gray+Nicolls+Scoop.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-oCzbe1xSUfc/U6Ei6G1bZaI/AAAAAAAACFc/R7NDQs7Gm6M/s1600/1976+February+Cricketer+Magazine+Ian+Chappell+Gray+Nicolls+Scoop+LR.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-zsoi-_IrWJU/U6Ei5vYFo3I/AAAAAAAACFY/Ag8p1OrAZ1c/s1600/1976+Feb+Magzine+Graham+Yallop+Gray+Nicolls+Scoop+LR.jpg
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market but money seemed no object to eager buyers.  A comparable St Peter bat that summer 
retailed between in the $39 to $45 range. 
It was the same story in England, where production couldn’t meet demand.  In the UK market, the 
bat was available for purchase as early as the 1974 season, when Barry Richards used it to great 
effect in the county championship.  By 1976, 34% of surveyed English professionals were using the 
bats and the number was closer to 50% in Australia. The Scoop was everywhere and Gray Nicolls 
had become the brand of choice for pros and amateurs alike. 
With the biggest names in cricket acting as walking billboards for the brand, marketing activities 
were not vital to success but still illustrative of the growing strength of the Scoop brand.  Early British 
advertising campaigns from 1977 didn’t even show the bat’s famous backside and featured a staid 
black-and-white image of WG Grace.  The Technicolor explosion of World Series Cricket probably 
provided the perfect storm to nudge things along a little and by 1979, full-page colour ads for the 
Scoop adorned almost every cricket magazine. 

Some advertising campaigns highlighted endorsements of 
the likes of Greg Chappell and David Gower, others 
presented the bat as a precious artifact within an art gallery 
montage.  The explosion of colour and the radical design 
features proved irresistible to cricket enthusiasts.  Soon 
came “Twin Scoops”, the Chappell “GC Master” model and, 
by the late 1980s, the Dynadrive. The latter precipitated the 
end of the Scoop’s reign atop the Christmas wishlists after 
a 15-year run of unparalleled success.  There was also a 
brief early-90s renaissance when Brian Lara used a Scoop 
to post his world record Test score of 375. 
At Gray Nicolls’ newer and more plush current headquarters 
in Cheltenham, only a short drive from that first factory in 
Mordialloc, there is still great affection for the Scoop and its 

place in the company’s history.  Production manager and master bat-maker to the company’s current 
stable of international stars, Stuart Kranzbuhler, has been with the company for 21 years and still 
gets asked about the Scoop.  “Everyones grandfather or father had a Scoop,” he says. “Whenever 
I mention where I work, people straight away say, ‘Oh, I remember the Scoop or Single Scoop or 
the Twin Scoop.’  Every single person I meet says that.” 
That affection for the bat among amateur cricketers was both immediate and long-lasting.  Vintage 
70s era models now sell in excess of their original retail price on eBay and the demand that came 
from that nostalgia market gave Gray Nicolls the impetus to re-introduce the heritage brand when 
they re-launched a new model Scoop three years back, retro sticker designs and all. 
Cricket writer and historian Gideon Haigh has such a fondness for the Scoop than a “Hookes 
Hurricane” model now takes pride of place on his custom-made “bat rack” at home, much as a 
treasured painting or sculpture would for others. 

(with acknowledgement to Eric Kelly, from an article by Russell Jackson) 
----------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

 

Australian captain, Greg Chappell, uses 
his trusty Scoop to good effect, during an 
ODI between Australia and West Indies in 
Brisbane in 1979.  (© Keystone/Getty 
Images) 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-vXnOD3l8zKg/URl_HY5hhkI/AAAAAAAAADs/US3RKfEve0c/s1600/1977+Tony+Greig+St+Peter.jpg
http://thumbs2.ebaystatic.com/d/l225/m/mwAlc6P7ztjXyTQinMNkj5Q.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-LYrcWSZak90/URt6Ygv7v6I/AAAAAAAAAN0/cmqao9Hohz4/s1600/1987+GN+Twin+Scoop.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-LYrcWSZak90/URt6Ygv7v6I/AAAAAAAAAN0/cmqao9Hohz4/s1600/1987+GN+Twin+Scoop.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-FGMIamaBLk4/URtr3CH1_3I/AAAAAAAAAK4/bEL7dxY86UY/s320/1985+GN+Range.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-FGMIamaBLk4/URtr3CH1_3I/AAAAAAAAAK4/bEL7dxY86UY/s320/1985+GN+Range.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-KjOc1tlF6cU/URtHIsZe0NI/AAAAAAAAAGk/XHlgfJgerzw/s1600/1980+GN+Twin+Scoop.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-YB7iMVk7Vao/UR2QGSdbNvI/AAAAAAAAAVc/yDSW8Y05B1I/s1600/1994+Brian+Lara+Gray+Nicolls.jpg
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PLANNING FOR THE 2017 CROCKETT SHIELD – THE MISSION 
CONTINUES 

Early Crockett Shield History Rewritten 
It seemed an innocent enough enquiry at the time:  
“… when I looked at the PDF of the 6th edition of Crockett Shield records, I noticed that it lists 1951 as being a win to 
VCAUA. The newspaper report I have and a SACUA Annual Report snippet are attached, and both refer to a win to 
SACUA that year. I'm wanting to verify through both associations what the agreed result is …”  
This was an email from SACUSA historian, Kristen Thomas, on 30th January. I set about the task of 
checking. 
I took over maintaining the Crockett Shield Records from Darrell Holt in 1995. I began with the 
document Darrell gave me and have built on that ever since. About the 1951 match, Darrell’s notes 
simply said, “VCAUA won”. There was no other information. I was also given a scan of an old 
scorebook covering that period, clearly used by Darrell to assemble the details he had included of 
those early matches, and the 1951 match is missing. This was not much to go on, and Kristen had 
two pieces of documentary evidence indicating SA had won that match. Someone else in this email 
exchange wondered what the engraving on the Shield itself showed, and Lynton Donisthorpe 
respond posting a photo; sure enough, it was given to SA that year. (Curiously, it had never occurred 
to me to check the engraving on the Shield in relation to this particular match; I had simply assumed 
the note was correct.) In the face of all of this I replied to Kristen as follows: 
“I am very happy to confirm that 1951 was a win to SA, and that the match tally actually stands at 19 all, plus one drawn 
match. Correcting this error means that Victoria has never led the series after all. It was tied at 17 all in 2007, and now 
stands at 19 all.” 

The next day there was another email from Kristen: 
“Important update! It appears that there is also an error with 1949, in Victoria's favour! Record says SACUA won but 
Shield and SACUA Annual Report say Victoria won.” 
That changed things. Now the scanned scorebook had a pair of pages labelled “47” and “49”. Each 
had a newspaper cutting stuck to the page. Neither cutting had anything to identify its date or source, 
the only other content of either page being 
the handwritten date. We needed to 
discover the source of these cuttings if 
possible if we were to be able to progress. 
My search of Trove (a digitised newspaper 
resource at the National Library: 
trove.nla.gov.au) drew a total blank 
concerning the cutting on the “47” page 
about a visit to Healesville following the 
match, but very quickly brought the other to 
light: it is from The Mail, 11th April 1936. 
Nothing to do with the 1949 match at all! 
Immediately the date of the Healesville 
article was also in question. If one page is 
tagged with the wrong date, the other could 
be also. My search of Trove also uncovered 
a hitherto unknown article concerning the 
1939 match. 

Newspaper cutting from Crockett 
Shield scorebook, thought to be for 
1949, but now known to be 1936. 
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Two days later, on 3rd February, Kristen responded with some research of her own, thus: 
“I have some thoughts regarding the newspaper clipping that mentions a trip to Healesville. I believe that it refers to the 
1937 match … George Carr (who is mentioned in the article) was involved with the 1936 match so we can see that the 
era is correct. George passed away in 1943, so we know that he couldn't have been involved in any post WW2 matches. 
The 1939 match was held in SA, so that eliminates the newspaper report in question being from that year. Also, our 
records indicate that K Butler (mentioned in the article) was still playing cricket during the 1935/36 season, and he didn't 
start umpiring until the 1936/37 season. It wouldn't be surprising that Keith C Butler started playing for the umpires right 
from his very first season as he was one of our staunchest supporters and is in our Hall of Fame. And, of course, we 
play for his trophy on the Sunday of our Easter competition.” 
In the absence of anything more concrete, this certainly seems a likely scenario. Thus we now know 
both more and less about the early history of the Crockett Shield. I emailed Kristen with my 
conclusions to that point as follows: 
“All of your extra information confirms that the Healesville 
article, as I suspected, does not refer to the 1947 match - 
the only thing that links it to that match is the handwritten 
“47” on the page on which it is pasted. That is written in 
the same hand as the “49” on the other similar page, and 
we have established beyond doubt that that article refers 
to 1936, not 1949, so the handwritten “47” cannot be 
considered reliable. The death of Carr in 1943 pretty 
conclusively rules out any post-war match. Other news 
articles from Trove show that the 1936 and 1939 matches 
were in Adelaide, so it makes sense that 1937 was played 
in Melbourne. Additionally, in my pdf copy of the 
scorebook these cuttings were pasted in, the two cuttings 
look similar in age and have been pasted in exactly the 
same way, so quite likely by the same person at the same time. One of the following is also possible: (1) this person did 
not know which matches the cuttings referred to and wrote the “47” and “49” on an assumption; (2) this person knew 
which matches they referred to but did not identify them, and the “47” and “49” were added later by someone else, on 
an assumption; (3) some other similar scenario. Until anything to the contrary comes along I am happy to run with the 
notion that the Healesville article probably concerns the 1937 match, as you propose. This means we now have partial 
scorecards for all the pre-war matches, a significant step forward as a result of this detective work. It also means, of 
course, that we now have no details at all, other than the engraving on the Shield, concerning the 1947, 1949 and 1951 
matches.” 
So the early history of the Crockett Shield can be re-written to some extent. What we now know is: 
1. The newspaper cutting previously thought to be a match report of the 1949 match is in fact of the 

1936 match. 
2. Trove has a news report of the 1939 match. 
3. Both the above confirm that SA won both matches. 
4. The evidence Kristen presents seems to give weight to her theory that the Healesville article 

concerns the 1937 match. 
5. Early results now known, based on the above and other reliable information concern: 1931, 1936, 

1939, and probably 1937. 
6. Early results about which we only have the engraving on the Shield are: 1947, 1949, 1951. 
7. We can be fairly certain that winners of these early matches were:  1931 - drawn; 1936, 1937, 

1939, 1947 - SA; 1949 - Vic; 1951 - SA. 
As a result of this combined research I will now revamp the Crockett Shield record book, including 
a suitable explanation of why the changes are being made, and issue a new version in time for 
Easter this year. Finally, on the all-important question of the series tally, we are back to where we 
previously thought we were: Victoria leads 20 to 18. The only difference is that Vic won the 1949 
match and SA won in 1951; an error each way leaves the ledger where it was. 

Bill Ellemor 

Newspaper article thought to 
refer to 1947, is clearly from 
1937. 
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 

Supreme Courage – General Sir Peter de la Billiere (Brown Books, London, 2004)   
ISBN 0 316 72591 9 
The Victoria Cross was instituted in 1856 by Queen Victoria who proposed that an award be 
available for all ranks.  The first investiture was on 26th June, 1857 at Hyde Park.  The medal was 
small and the crowd disappointed.  The Times reported that “…the whole cross is, after all, poor 
looking and mean in the extreme.”  Initially the VC was only for an act of valour in the presence of 
the enemy.  Its scope was extended twice to include members of the armed forces who showed 
“conspicuous courage and bravery …under circumstances of extreme danger” and later to civilians 
serving with troops in the field who had “performed deeds of gallantry” during the Indian Mutiny of 
1858.  The medal itself is struck from two Russian cannons captured at Sevastapol in 1854.  In 1919 
George V decreed that the award could be won by a woman but none have been awarded to date.  
However, an unofficial replica of the medal was presented by officers of her husband’s regiment to 
Mrs. Elizabeth Harris who nursed cholera victims in India in 1869. 
At Rorke’s Drift in the Zulu War of 1879 eleven were awarded in a single action.  In World War 1 
628 VC’s were awarded and in World War 2 there were 181.  Only three men have won the award 
twice – Captain-Surgeon Arthur Murray-Leake in 1902 during the Boer War for rescuing a wounded 
officer under fire and in 1914 in Belgium for retrieving numerous wounded soldiers over a two-month 
period.  Captain Noel Chavasse was awarded the Military Cross in 1914 as a doctor who treated 
the wounded in the forward trenches and rescued them from No-Man’s Land.  In August, 1916 
Chavasse jumped from shell hole to shell hole to treat the wounded in broad daylight after a series 
of charges had cut down half his regiment.  He returned with stretcher bearers to rescue those still 
alive and received the VC for his courage.  In July, 1917 he was fatally wounded at an aid station at 
Passchendaele.  He had been treating the wounded despite being badly wounded himself.  He 
continued to perform his duty and insisted on others being evacuated first.  Then a shell landed on 
the position killing almost everyone inside.  Chavasse was taken to a military hospital behind the 
lines but died from his injuries.  He was later awarded a bar to his VC, posthumously. 
Captain Charles Upham, a New Zealand farmer, was awarded his first VC in 1941 for attacking a 
machine gun with pistol and grenades and rescuing wounded men under fire on Crete.  In 1942 in 
North Africa, Upham counter-attacked German positions to win a bar to his VC.  He was wounded, 
treated but refused to rest and returned to lead his men.  He was later captured and ended the war 
as a prisoner at Colditz Castle in Germany.    
The author makes a distinction between hot and cold courage.  Hot courage is with adrenalin flowing 
and no time to think but cold courage is calculated valour in the face of great risk. 

   Alan McCarthy 
----------------------------------------------------- 

CRYPTIC CRICKETERS (ANSWERS) 
(Answers to the Cryptic Cricketers quiz, offered in the January/February issue.  Thanks to Kevan Carroll for providing 
the quiz.  Any queries concerning the answers should be addressed to Kevan. – Ed.)  
1. Pakistan bowler emerges from the ruins of Syria  (Yasir) 
2. Terrible cricket shot from England opener  (Trescothick) 
3. Golf club has no vacancy for Australian opening bat  (Woodfull) 
4. Fast bowler in the grip of bookie – becomes an Aussie leg-spinner!  (Sleep) 
5. West Indian batsman gets streaky runs with last stroke  (Nurse) 
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6. Dennis Lillee initially in side as fast bowler for Australia  (Siddle) 
7. England bowler’s two foreign articles on golf club  (Underwood) 
8. England bowler included in dirty songs  (Tyson) 
9. England batsman run out, nought, before beginning tea  (Root) 
10. Australian batsman, one of forty-two (no average player!)  (Law) 
11. Singular page three feature has total recall for England spinner  (Titmus) 
12.  MCG rather embraced this bowler  (McGrath) 
13. 10 has offspring – fast bowler  (Lawson) 
14. Lane and “Mo” confused the name of one-test wonder  (Malone) 
15. One pace bowler – but sounds like several  (Mennie) 

----------------------------------------------------- 
 

VCAUSA THEATRE NIGHT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Where? Regent Theatre, Collins Street, Melbourne 

 When? Wednesday, 21st June, 2017 at 7:30 pm 

 Tickets? $89.90 (VCAUSA Members and Partners: $79.90) 

 From? Trevor Finlayson,  Tel:  9803 1142 
  Mob:  0408 053 712 

----------------------------------------------------- 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://myfairladymusical.com.au/
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VCAUSA ANNUAL DINNER & PRESENTATION NIGHT 
 

Veneto Club 
191 Bulleen Road, Bulleen 3105 

Friday 19th May 2017 commencing at 7:00 pm (for 7:30pm) 
There is plenty of on-site complimentary parking 

 
Guest Speaker is current Cricket Victoria Board Member – Tim Considine 

 
Our meal this year will again be a 3 course buffet style  

Followed by tea and/or coffee 
Beer, wine and soft drinks included in the price 

 
VCAUSA Members and partners $40 per person 

Non-members and partners $50 per person 
(These prices are subsidised by approximately $30 per head by the VCAUSA) 

 
During the evening, the awards for Season 2016-2017 will be presented.  These include the Umpire 
of the Year for each Premier Men’s Grade, The Scorer of the Year, the Robin Bailhache Commitment 
Award, and any uncollected “Milestone” Certificates. 
 
Booking on or before Thursday 11th May 2017 
Phone or email Gerry Schembri, or complete the form below and return it to Gerry Schembri,  
PO Box 1284, Mountain Gate VIC 3156. 
 
Payment Options 
Following your booking and prior to Thursday 11th May 2017 
Direct payment to the VCAUSA Account.  
Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000 Account 156 125 593 
Or 
Attach a cheque payable to VCAUSA with your booking form to Gerry Schembri 
 
Please direct any enquiries to the VCAUSA Social Organiser, Gerry Schembri 
Telephone: 03 9801 8708 (home) 0409 817 719 (mobile)  
Email: gerry.schembri@gmail.com 
 
We look forward to seeing you on Friday 19th May 2017 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
Name: ………………………………………  Best Contact No ………………………………….. 
 
Names of Accompanying Person ………………………………………………………………… 
 
Special Dietary Requirements ……………………………………………………………………. 

 

mailto:gerry.schembri@gmail.com
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 
The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2016-17, as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 
 

Date Activity Notes 
Tuesday, 7 March, 7:00 pm CV T&D (Finals Umpires 

only) 
CV, Jolimont 

Wednesday, 8 March, 5:30 
pm 

Cricket Practice for 
Crockett Shield 

Xavier College, Barkers Road, 
Kew 

Tuesday, 14 March, 7:00 
pm 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting Gerry Schembri’s home 

Wednesday, 15 March, 
5:30 pm 

Cricket Practice for 
Crockett Shield 

Xavier College, Barkers Road, 
Kew 

Wednesday, 22 March, 
5:30 pm 

Cricket Practice for 
Crockett Shield 

Xavier College, Barkers Road, 
Kew 

Wednesday, 29 March, 
5:30 pm 

Cricket Practice for 
Crockett Shield 

Xavier College, Barkers Road, 
Kew 

Wednesday, 5 April, 5:30 
pm 

Cricket Practice for 
Crockett Shield 

Xavier College, Barkers Road, 
Kew 

Friday, 7 April,6:30 for 7:00 
pm start 

CV Premier Cricket Awards 
Night 

Crown Palladium, Southbank – 
Enquiries: Emily Ryan, CV 

Friday, 14 – Monday, 17 
April, 2017  

VCAUSA/SACUSA Easter 
Event in Adelaide 

Including Crockett Shield Match, 
Saturday, 15 April, 2017 

Friday, 19 May, 7:00 for 
7:30 pm start 

VCAUSA Presentation 
Night 

Venuto Club, Bulleen (See 
notice on page 15) 

Wednesday, 21 June, 7.30 
pm 

Theatre Night “My Fair 
Lady” 

See details on page 14 

 
 

VCAUSA OFF-FIELD JACKETS 
VCAUSA Jackets as shown in the picture, can be ordered from the Secretary. 
Provided orders are placed in lots of 12 or more, the cost per jacket is $55.00. 
Should you be uncertain of your size, please refer to Alan McCarthy, Gerry 
Schembri or John Collins. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
VCAUSA Polo Shirts, sizes S to XXL - $35:00 (contact Glenn Cumming 
(glenn.cumming@gmail.com) 
NEW 1 Pr Woodworm Cricket Rubbers - $50 Size UK/Aust 11 
NEW 1 Pr Kookaburra Cricket Rubbers - $50 Size UK/Aust 11 
NEW 1 Pr Kookaburra Cricket Spikes - $50 Size UK/Aust 11 
As NEW 1 Pr Asics Cricket Spikes (bowling – hi cut) - $60 Size US 14/ Aust 12.5 – 13 
Anyone interested please contact Alan McCarthy: Mob: 0488 799 973 
 email: alansuemccarthy@gmail.com 

mailto:glenn.cumming@gmail.com
mailto:alansuemccarthy@gmail.com

